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Sylvia Falls, Valley of the Waters

Blue Mountains Tourism acknowledges that the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area is located within the Ngurra (Country) of the Darkinjung, Darug, Dharawal, 
Gundungurra, Wanaruah and Wiradjuri peoples. Blue Mountains Tourism respects the deep and unbroken connection that Aboriginal people hold with their Ngurra. For 
Aboriginal people, Ngurra takes in everything within the physical, cultural and spiritual landscape — landforms, waterways, air, trees, rocks, plants, animals, food, medicine, 
minerals, stories and special places and includes cultural practice, kinship, knowledge, songs, stories and art, as well as spiritual beings and people past, present and future.

NATURE’S 
HEALING  
TOUCH 
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From eat street strips, 

heritage buildings and 

swaths of parklands to the 

mighty Nepean River and 

the magnificent scenery of 

the Blue Mountains, 

experience it all on the 

Great West Walk. 

M
apped by The Walking 

Volunteers, the 140km 

route stretches from 

Parramatta in the east to Katoomba 

in the west and traverses a varied 

landscape traditionally owned by 

Darug people. 

It uncovers some of the secret 

stories and surprising vistas hidden 

in Western Sydney, protected 

Cumberland Plain woodland, local 

river systems, public parklands, 

Australia’s oldest architecture and 

some of the region’s most iconic 

urban landscapes.  

The award-winning Great West 

Walk links parks, open spaces, 

bushland and walking and  

cycling paths. 

Here’s a few landmarks you’ll see 

along the way:  

Bicentennial Square, Old 

Government House and The Old 

Dairy in Parramatta; The Lost 

Rogans Hill Railway Line at 

Northmead; Third Settlement 

Reserve at Winston Hills; 

Nurragingy Reserve, Chang Lai 

Yuan Chinese Gardens and 

Blacktown International Sports 

Park at Western Sydney Parklands; 

Rooty Hill Historic Site at Rooty 

Hill; Federation Forest at Mount 

Druitt; Nepean River and Yandhai 

Bridge in Penrith; and RAAF Base  

Glenbrook, Glenbrook Tramway 

and Funicular, Corridor of Oaks at 

Faulconbridge, the Three Sisters 

and Echo Point Lookout in the 

Blue Mountains. 

Visit https://greatwestwalk.com.au

With its towering clifflines 

and plunging canyons, the 

Blue Mountains is world-

renowned as an outdoor 

adventure destination.  

But what do thrill seekers 

do in the rain? 

T
hey harness up and hone 

their skills on a variety of 

bouldering and top rope 

walls indoors. 

Climber and long-time skater 

Patrick Lewis and partner Zoe 

Miller Stubbs, a speech pathologist, 

have created the purpose-built 

2292 sqm industrial-style space as 

a community hub divided into 

separate business areas. 

Leura Indoor Rock Climbing offers 

top rope climbing (climbing with a 

harness and rope anchored from 

above) and bouldering (climbing 

without a harness or ropes). 

There are 1400 holds built into the 

climbing walls, with routes set by 

champion climbers from  

Blue Mountains Climbing School, 

the Australian School of 

Mountaineering and others, which 

will change regularly to keep the 

experience fresh and interesting 

and climbers challenged. 

Classes will help beginners learn 

new skills and experienced 

climbers extend themselves. 

“People love outdoor climbing  

and the Blue Mountains is perfect 

for it, but we’re offering somewhere 

you can get out of the elements and 

learn to climb or train in all 

seasons and weather,’’ Patrick says. 

Climbers can bring their own gear, 

hire shoes, harnesses and chalk or 

buy it new from the onsite pro shop. 

“Our aim is to be a real community 

hub where people can come 

together, enjoy one another’s 

company and try something new,’’ 

says the former quantity surveyor. 

“There’s nothing like this in the 

Mountains.’’ 

The centre has an indoor climbing 

gym, skate shop, mini skate ramp, 

squash court, traditional Finnish 

sauna, arcade games, half-court 

basketball, Leura Wellness, kiosk 

with fireplace and legal walls for 

graffiti art, with further plans for 

the future. 

A range of memberships is 

available for adults, families and 

children, as well as single and 

multi-day passes. Leura Indoor 

Rock Climbing is open 9am-9pm 

at 7 Quinns Ave, Leura 

https://leuraindoorrockclimbing.com.au 

MOUNTAINS OF ADVENTURE INDOORS

LINKING THE GREAT WEST WALK

BY ELLEN HILL

BY ELLEN HILL

Yandhai Nepean Crossing
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RESTAURANT & COCKTAIL BAR 

Dinner from 5.30pm (closed Tuesday) 

Lunch & High Tea weekends from noon 

18 Katoomba St  |  02 4782 5532 

avalonkatoomba.com.au

HIGH TEA COCKTAIL BAR LIVE MUSIC

QUIRKY BLUE 
MOUNTAINS DINING
Avalon Restaurant and 

Cocktail Bar inside the 

historic Savoy theatre is 

a local institution. 

V
enture upstairs and 

discover a unique and 

atmospheric venue, with a 

decor of quirky retro finds and 

views across the Jamison Valley. 

A menu of hearty dishes is prepared 

in the converted projection room, 

combining influences from around 

the globe, so there’s something to 

delight every palate. 

The Avalon wine list features more 

than 80 Australian wines and craft 

beers. The curated cocktail list is a 

mix of classics and cool, served 

with retro tunes in the former 

theatre refreshment lounge, now a 

cosy bar replete with a fireplace.  

Local musicians perform each 

Friday night in the main dining 

room at the popular Friday Supper 

Club and each Saturday in the 

Downstairs foyer lounge. There’s 

also a calendar of special 

entertainment events. 

Top this off with friendly service 

and you will see why Avalon is one 

of the Blue Mountains’ most 

popular and long-standing dining 

and entertainment experiences. 

Friday Supper Club: Live jazz in 

the main dining room each Friday 

night. 7:30pm-9:30pm. Free. 

Drag n’ Disco: Late night variety 

show featuring comedy, drag and 

retro tunes. Last Friday of every 

month.  

The Piano Parlour: Intimate 

dinner and show. Saturday nights 

in the Downstairs Lounge. 

Katoomba Comedy Club: World 

class stand-up comedy. Every 1st 

and 3rd Friday of the month. 

High Tea: Fabulous and homemade, 

served every weekend from noon. 

Bookings essential: (02) 4782 5532 

or www.avalonkatoomba.com.au

S
caling new heights with the 

recent addition of 

Katoomba’s first rooftop 

bar, The Bootlegger Bar offers an 

all-year round experience of brisk 

mountain air, sunny afternoons 

and long, lazy evenings of wining 

and dining al fresco.  

Located on the rooftop of the 

historic Niagara building (circa 

1905), the garden bar is the perfect 

backdrop for an intimate cocktail, 

family lunch or a hosted event, 

guaranteeing a memorable 

experience.  

Meanwhile, it’s “low and slow” as 

usual at The Bootlegger, taking 

diners on a mouth-watering 

culinary journey inspired by 

traditional Southern BBQ and 

Cajun cuisine. Racks of ribs, pulled 

pork and brisket are all prepared 

and slow cooked in an on-site 

smoker. There are also vegan and 

gluten free options, along with an 

extensive kids’ menu. 

With liquor as much of a feature as 

the meats, The Bootlegger offers a 

vibrant cocktail list. Proudly 

showcasing international and 

locally distilled spirits, the bar is 

also stocked with new and classic 

wines. While your traditional beers 

are always available, the taps are 

loaded with a range of local brews. 

For a unique experience, take part 

in their infamous whiskey tasting, 

where a selection of flavours are 

custom-sorted to suit your palate.  

The Bootlegger is also one of the 

few places in the Blue Mountains 

open late – while the kitchen 

closes at 9pm, the doors stay 

open until midnight serving 

cocktails and delicious homemade 

desserts. On Friday and Saturdays, 

The Bootlegger delivers a fun and 

energetic atmosphere with live 

music from local bands offering 

entertainment of various genres: 

country, folk, rock, you name it! 

You can be a part of The Bootlegger 

family with a range of merchandise 

available: jumpers, T’s, shirts and 

beanies, or take home the unique 

flavours with sauces and rubs that 

are used in-house. 

To find out what’s on week to 

week, join thousands of others on 

Instagram and Facebook or head 

to the website.  

Be sure to book ahead to avoid 

disappointment.  

Open Wednesday-Sunday  

12pm till close.  

92 Bathurst Rd, Katoomba.  

T: (02) 4782 6368 

bookings@bootlegger.com.au 

www.bootleggerbar.com.au

NEW HEIGHTS FOR 
THE BOOTLEGGER
The Bootlegger Bar continues to capture the 

attention and hearts of locals and visitors alike.
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We take our coffee 

seriously here in the 

Blue Mountains, and  

our enticing cafés rival 

big city counterparts  

in quality and service. 

W
hen it comes to 

exceptional coffee, 

there are simply no 

excuses. Australians are obsessive 

about their morning caffeine hit, 

and it’s no different here in the 

Blue Mountains, where locals and 

visitors alike demand city café 

quality with our own unique spin 

on ambience and a focus on fresh, 

local produce presented with heart.  

From Glenbrook to Mount 

Victoria, every village has its own 

treasured bolthole where you can 

pull up a chair, soaking up the 

Spring sunshine as you linger over 

conversation and fine food while 

sipping on black liquid gold.  

Here are some of our favourites, 

along with their signature dishes or 

beverages that are guaranteed to 

lure you in. 

 

 

Kickaboom 

In a village chock-a-block with 

excellent cafés, Kickaboom is a 

standout. Its unique, travel-inspired 

creative takes on classic brunch 

dishes such as its signature Reuben 

Benny, which has elevated its 

Asian-fusion menu to fine art.  

The café is also unique in 

Glenbrook by offering a variety  

of coffees from specialty  

quality-focussed local and 

international coffee roasters.  

6 Ross St, Glenbrook 

www.kickaboom.com.au 

Mon-Fri 7am–3pm,  

Sat–Sun 7.30am–3pm 

Finn & Co 

A warm and welcoming family-

run café in Springwood with an 

emphasis on supporting other local 

businesses and the community. 

With its rustic ambience and 

excellent customer service, the café 

is renowned for its brunch served 

seven days a week, with an all-day 

brekky menu including its popular 

Sunrise Bun - bacon, fried egg, 

caramelised onion, avo, cheese and 

hash brown on a toasted potato bun. 

107 Macquarie St, Springwood 

www.finnandcocafe.com.au 

Tues–Sun 7.30am–3.30pm 

(kitchen closes 2.30pm) 

Sorensen’s Glasshouse 

The transparent walls of Sorensen’s 

Glasshouse – purpose-built for the 

adjoining plant nursery some 15 

years ago to replicate the original 

glasshouse belonging to Paul 

Sorensen – invite nature in as you 

dine on food and coffee, sourced 

from local Blue Mountains 

suppliers. The structure of the 

glasshouse puts some limitations 

on the kitchen, and the menu is 

designed accordingly. Signature 

dishes include smoked salmon 

fettucini in a creamy white wine 

sauce, a slow-cooked beef brisket 

burger and an Asian chicken rice 

noodle salad. 

8 Herbert St, Leura 

www.sorensensglasshouse.com 

Wed-Sun 9am–3pm 

Fed Blue Mountains 

The evergreen Fed serves a wide 

variety of fresh homemade food 

and drinks in a warm and friendly 

atmosphere, with the goal to 

provide superior quality home-

made foods and healthy options. 

Breakfast is served until noon, 

with light brekky rolls offered 

alongside hearty feasts including 

the signature The Stack – 

sourdough topped with avocado, 

hashbrown, bacon, haloumi and a 

fried egg, enhanced with 

housemade tomato salsa. 

6 Station St, Wentworth Falls 

www.fedbluemountains.com.au 

Daily 7.30am–4pm 

The Bunker 

With two locations – Springwood 

and Leura – The Bunker combines 

a team of talented and driven 

people with locally-sourced 

produce. Striving to deliver a 

casual dining experience at a 

consistently high standard, The 

Bunker offers a place to connect, a 

place that feels like home whilst 

dining out. Both cafés specialise in 

all-day breakfast (including 

breakfast cocktails!) and good wine 

and cocktails at night. 

117-121 Leura Mall, Leura  

Wed/Thurs 12pm–9pm, Fri/Sat 

8am–11pm, Sun 8am–9pm 

150 Macquarie Rd, Springwood 

Wed/Thurs 7am–9pm, Fri/Sat 

7am-11pm, Sun 7am–9pm 

T: (02) 4751 6615 

www.thebunkercafebarrestaurant.com.au 

GalleryONE88 Café  

Located within Katoomba’s Art 

Precinct on Katoomba Street is 

Gallery One88, a world of 

creativity showcasing local art, 

music, coffee and food. ONE88 

began almost six years ago as an 

art gallery and has slowly evolved 

and expanded to cover three floors 

and two shopfronts. The café 

serves all day breakfast, coffee, 

cake and lunches from noon.  

Cakes are made by local bakers 

and the coffee roasted by Blue 

Mountains Roasters. 

186-188 Katoomba St, Katoomba 

www.galleryone88finearts.com 

Thursday to Monday 10am–3pm 

Hounslow Blackheath 

With an all-day menu featuring 

delicacies such as Bass Strait 

scallops, Will Studd goats milk 

halloumi,  iron bark smoky 

streaked bacon and wagyu beef 

burgers, Hounslow – nestled in the 

arcade on Govetts Leap Rd - has 

upped the ante in Blackheath’s café 

scene. Premium wines are served 

by the glass of bottle, with a top 

shelf range of internationally-

acclaimed icons also available for 

wine connoisseurs. The café also 

hosts regular events including wine 
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CAFÉ 
SOCIETY

BY JULIE MILLER

IM
A

G
E

 N
a
th

a
n

 D
u

m
la

o

Kickaboom

Finn & Co

http://www.kickaboom.com.au/
http://www.finnandcocafe.com.au/
http://www.sorensensglasshouse.com/
http://www.fedbluemountains.com.au/
http://www.thebunkercafebarrestaurant.com.au/
http://www.galleryone88finearts.com/
http://www.visitbluemountains.com.au/


https://hounslow.net.au/
http://www.facebook.com/monkeycreekcafepantry
http://www.visitbluemountains.com.au/
http://www.josophans.com.au/


http://www.visitbluemountains.com.au/
https://bopple.app/menu/7669
https://pizzasublime.com.au/
https://www.pizzasublime.com.au/


http://www.visitbluemountains.com.au/
https://www.leuragarage.com.au/
https://www.leuragarage.com.au/


26                  VISIT THE BLUE MOUNTAINS  SPRING 2022     |     WWW.VISITBLUEMOUNTAINS.COM.AU                       

  EVERY FRIDAY 

Friday Supper Club 
Avalon Restaurant 

18 Katoomba St, Katoomba 

T: (02) 4782 5532 

http://avalonkatoomba.com.au 

A Katoomba hot-spot for great food, live 

music and good times. Showcasing the 

best of the Mountains’ musical talent 

every Friday night. Share a table with 

friends, and swing your way into the 

weekend. Bookings essential.   

  EVERY SATURDAY 

Yoga Chill-out 
Kurrara Guesthouse 

17 Coomonderry St, Katoomba 

T: 0412 699 744 

www.kurraraguesthouse.com.au 

Restore and re-energise in the pristine 

environment of the World Heritage Blue 

Mountains. The teachers offer a safe 

practice with variations for injury/ 

restrictions in a beautiful studio.  

10am-11.30 am, Beginners-General  

with Evelyn. Call to reserve your place. 

  EVERY 2ND SUNDAY 

Open Day Valley Heights Rail 

Museum 
17 Tusculum Rd, Valley Heights NSW 

T: (02) 4702 1222 

www.valleyheightsrailmuseum.info 

Enjoy the padded comfort of an 1890s 

timber carriage with 120-year-old steam 

locomotive ‘Stevo’ in charge at Valley 

Heights Rail Museum. The museum’s 

volunteers welcome all ages to enjoy this 

special place. Book online and secure 

your seat on one of six 20-minute rides 

departing hourly from 10:30am to 2:30pm 

(last ride 3:15pm). 

SEPTEMBER 16-18 

MAX22 Artisan Fair 

Fairmont Resort 

1 Sublime Point Rd, Leura  

T: 0417 942 096  https://max22.com.au 

As part of this year’s Blue Mountains Arts 

Festivals, BMCAN’s Mountains Arts Xpo 

2022 (MAX22) at the Fairmont Resort will 

feature all the different art forms that 

make up our gifted community of artists, 

performers and creatives.  

SEPTEMBER 17 

Maximum Adventure Race Series 
Glenbrook  T: 0474 551 331 

E: info@maxadventure.com.au 

https://maxadventurerace.com.au 

Designed for teams of two, adventure 

races are fast and furious, with teams 

changing between three core disciples 

several times during the event: mountain 

biking, trail running and kayaking. The 

event is hosted in Glenbrook, home to 

exciting trail and pristine creeklines. 

Classic and Novice courses are on off, so 

it’s the perfect launch pad for new teams 

to find out what adventure racing is all 

about. Kayaks are provided and you can 

even hire a mountain bike if required. 

SEPTEMBER 23 

Casey Donovan 
Blue Mountains Theatre 

106 Macquarie Rd, Springwood 

T: (02) 4723 5050 

www.bluemountainstheatre.com.au 

One of Australia’s most beloved and 

popular artists, Casey Donovan – winner 

of Australian Idol and ‘Queen of the 

Jungle’ in I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 

Here – takes her Bluesday tour on the 

road. Using material from her ‘Tuesday 

Bluesday’ online sessions, the show 

delivers all the ‘feels’ we want and need. 

OCTOBER 1-2 

42nd NSW Square and Round 

Dance Convention 
Blue Mountains Grammar School 

3 Matcham Ave, Wentworth Falls 

T: 0411 885 515 E: jarodd@bigpond.net.au 

Dancers can reconnect with friends from 

clubs across NSW, Australia and 

overseas, and the community can view 

square dancing and participate in ‘come 

and try’ sessions. Step back in time and 

relive the glamour of the 1920s on Sunday 

night. The theme is ‘Putting on the Ritz’. 

OCTOBER 1-4 

Leura Gardens Festival 
Various locations T: 0431 095 279 

https://leuragardensfestival.com.au 

A celebration of spectacular cool-climate 

Mountains’ gardens, with 11 gardens – 

each with its own distinctive character - 

open to the public over four days. 

OCTOBER 4–5, 

NOVEMBER 26-27 

Learn How to Navigate 
Blue Mountains Climbing School, 

Blackheath https://climbingschool.com.au 

Designed for bushwalkers or hikers  

with little or no experience in map and 

compass navigation, this practical  

2-day workshop (with Caro Ryan from 

LotsaFreshAir and author of ‘How to 

Navigate’) will lead you through the  

basics of traditional wilderness navigation 

including topographic maps, reading the 

land, how to use a compass and lots more. 

OCTOBER 7-9 

Blue Mountains Music Festival 
Lurline St, Katoomba 

T: (02) 4782 6694  www.bmff.org.au 

The Blue Mountains Music Festival is a 

three-day celebration of folk, roots and 

blues music featuring selected artists from 

around the world and across Australia, 

including John Butler, Kasey Chambers 

and the Grigoryan Brothers. All weekend 

the site is alive with the sounds of 

acoustic guitars, mandolins, fiddles, 

accordions, percussion, flutes, and voices. 

As well as performances, the festival 

features food and craft stalls, the poet's 

brunch, children's entertainment and 

performance workshops. 

OCTOBER 21-23 

Blue Mountains Writers’ Festival 
Various venues in Katoomba including  

The Carrington Hotel & Blue Mountains 

Cultural Centre T: (02) 4782 5674 

www.bluemountainswritersfestival.com.au 

Join some of Australia’s finest literary 

talents including Helen Garner, Tom 

Keneally and Costa Georgiadis for three 

mind-opening days in the Blue Mountains. 

Presented by Varuna, the National Writers’ 

House, the festival features over 40 

sessions, 70 writers, 11 workshops and 5 

special events covering 14 popular genres. 

OCTOBER 22 

Archibald Prize Regional Tour In 

Conversation  

Blue Mountains Cultural Centre 

30 Parke St, Katoomba  

T: (02) 4780 5410 

https://bluemountainsculturalcentre.com.au 

An exclusive in-conversation for the 

Archibald Prize 2022 Regional Tour.  

Hosted by ABC Sydney Radio presenter 

James Valentine with artist Robert 

Malherbe and subject Dana Rayson and 

artist Nick Stathopoulos with his subject 

Wayne Tunnicliffe, Curator at the Art 

Gallery of NSW. 11am-12.30pm; $20 / $10 

InSight Members  

OCTOBER 27-30 

UltraTrail Australia by UTMB 
Scenic World, Cnr Cliff Drive & Violet St, 

Katoomba E: info@ultratrailaustralia.com.au 

https://ultratrailaustralia.com.au 

Now the largest trail run in the Southern 

Hemisphere and third largest globally,  

UTA has developed over its 14-year history 

into an inclusive and iconic trail running 

festival across four incredible days.  

There are distances to suit every ability, 

from experienced trail runners to first 

timers, along with a huge event expo, trail 

running film festival, pre-race welcome 

buffet and the friendliest vibe that you will 

ever experience. 

OCTOBER 29 

Oktoberfest at The Carrington 
15-47 Katoomba St, Katoomba 

T: (02) 4782 1111 

E: carrington@thecarrington.com.au  

https://thecarrington.com.au 

The annual Oktoberfest at The Carrington 

is back, with live music, entertainment, 

delicious German cuisine, German beer 

and much more, all on the grounds of the 

hotel. 11am-9pm, free admission.

OCTOBER 29 

Lithgow Halloween 
Main St, Lithgow  T: (02) 6352 9130 

https://sevenvalleys.com.au 

Halloween returns to Main Street Lithgow 

after two years as an online event. Dress 

in your spooky best and join in the street 

parade, enjoying stalls, live music and 

carnival rides into the evening. Prizes for 

Best Dressed and the Smartphone Film 

competition will be awarded. 

OCTOBER 29-30 

Central Tablelands Garden Trail 
Little Hartley T: 0419 133 154 

E: clover.hill.plants@bigpond.com 

www.myopengarden.com.au 

Five beautiful gardens in Little Hartley – 

from cottage gardens filled with colour to 

Japanese gardens – will be open to the 

public all weekend. Food, garden art, 

artisan stalls, plants and rare trees for 

sale, as well as stunning mountain views 

and country air. Gardens open 10am-4pm, 

$15 per person per garden (Hartvale $10, 

Harp of Erin free) 

NOVEMBER 5-6 

Blackheath Rhododendron Festival 
Wentworth St, Blackheath 

E: blackheathrhodofestival@gmail.com 

https://rhodofestival.org 

Blackheath village comes alive with 

entertainment, the Grand Parade and street 

stalls at the Annual Rhododendron Festival.  

NOVEMBER 11-13 

Women’s Wellness Weekend 
Kyah Boutique Hotel, Blackheath  

T: 0416 258 821 

https://bluemountainstracks.com.au 

Five yoga and mindfulness sessions, 

guided bushwalks, a picnic lunch and  

free time to explore the antique shops of 

Blackheath. Includes twin share 

accommodation at Kyah Boutique Hotel 

and dinners at Blaq. $1150 pp twin share 

or $1450 pp single occupancy. Customised 

breaks available for groups of 8 or more. 

NOVEMBER 26 

Rhythm Underground  
@ Jenolan Caves 
Jenolan Caves T: (02) 6359 3911  

https://fusionboutique.com.au 

Rhythm Hunters are a dynamite force 

combining music from Indonesia, Japan, 

West Africa and Australia. Combining 

cutting-edge physical drumming, subtle 

electronics, deep grooves and ethereal 

soundscapes, it’s described as being “like 

an organic dance party in the largest 

underground caves system in the world.” 

what’s on
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Reconnect with nature 

like the well-heeled 

Sydney set of the 1870s 

at Dennarque Estate, 

perched on the highest 

point in the quaint 

heritage garden village 

of Mount Wilson. 

T
he original two-level 

sandstone homestead was 

built in 1879 by former 

aide-de-camp to the Governor, 

Crown Lands Commissioner and 

Executive Council clerk Edward 

Merewether, who lived there with 

wife Augusta and their 10 children. 

Today, the property is the perfect 

intimate wedding venue for up to 

50 guests, with numerous nooks 

where photographic memories can 

be made against magnificent 

seasonal garden backdrops. 

To fully experience the 24 acres of 

secluded serenity, retreat within 

the wrought iron gates for a 

minimum two nights as an  

in-house guest in one of four 

luxury self-catering cottages.  

The estate accommodates 12 

people for weekend and weekday 

getaways with family and friends, 

and small corporate conferences 

and executive retreats. 

Each cottage rests between the 

carefully landscaped woodlands 

and botanical gardens. 

Wisteria Lodge: features an 

oversized outdoor fireplace, indoor 

fireplace, a king size bed, 

kitchenette, lounge, dining area, 

ensuite bathroom and wisteria-

wrapped barbecue area. 

Camellia Lodge: has an abundance 

of natural light with views from 

the spacious balcony overlooking a 

spectacular camellia grove. It has a 

king size bed, kitchenette, lounge, 

ensuite with heated floor and 

barbecue facilities. 

Cherry Cottage: has a loft 

bedroom with giant king (or twin) 

bed, kitchenette, lounge, dining 

area, ensuite with an original open 

fireplace and barbecue. 

Koonawarra: has three bedrooms 

(one king and two queen) and 

heated ensuite floors, a full 

kitchen, lounge with fireplace, 

sunroom and barbecue. 

The heritage gardens, originally 

designed by botanist and former 

Royal Botanic Garden Sydney  

director Charles Moore (1820 – 

1905), retain many of the original 

plantings from around the world. 

Rarely open to the public, the 

extensive cool climate manicured 

gardens are usually a private treat 

for guests.  

However, you can catch a glimpse 

in the pages of Dennarque,  

A Mount Wilson Story, a coffee 

table book showcasing the four 

seasons. To book your getaway,  

or order the book, visit 

www.dennarqueestate.com

ESCAPE TO DENNARQUE ESTATE
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BY ELLEN HILL

DENNARQUE ESTATE 

Blue Mountains 
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ALL SEASONS RANGE Be prepared for the Blue Mountains’ four seasons weather in one day. The Hattery 
stocks alternate season styles all year round. Whether it be a French Beret in January 
or an Ecuadorian Panama in June, The Hattery has you covered all year round.

PREMIUM BRANDS 
• Stetson (USA) • Tilley (CANADA) • Lothlorian (NZ) • Hills Hats (NZ) • Dents Gloves (UK) 

• Flechet (FRANCE) • Lagomarsino (ARGENTINA) • Stitch & Hide Leather Goods
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Home of the world’s largest private collection of teawares 
Devonshire Tea � Light Lunch � Traditional High Tea 

Teawares � Jewellery � Antiques 
100+ Tea & Infusion Varieties 

Open 10am-4.30pm Thursday-Monday & every day during school holidays 

Last tearoom orders 4pm � 20-22 Grose Street Leura � T (02) 4784 3117 

FREE CALL 1800 663 619  www.bygonebeautys.com.au

23

N
owhere is more focused 

on teapot nuance than 

Bygone Beautys Treasured 

Teapot Museum & Tearooms. 

And few others are more obsessed 

with them than Mr Teapot himself, 

aka Maurice Cooper OAM, owner 

of the collection and custodian of 

teapot heritage and stories. 

Bygone Beautys is home to more 

than 11,000 teapots, with more 

than 5000 on display. 

Next year, Mr Cooper and partner 

of 55 years Kerry McKenzie would 

have owned the collection begun 

by Ron Hooper and then wife 

Noelene for 30 years. 

“One of the great things about this 

collection is that people see it,” Mr 

Cooper, an antiques dealer and 

collector, says. 

“A lot of people collect things and 

they go into boxes and private 

homes and no one sees them 

except close family, sometimes not 

even them.” 

Bygone Beautys is more than a 

teapot museum. There is a range of 

antiques and estate jewellery for 

sale alongside tea wares (loose leaf 

tea, cosies, strainers and, of course, 

teapots). 

Visitors can also indulge in a 

traditional high tea or Devonshire 

tea with loose-leaf tea in fine 

china, freshly whipped cream and 

scones made to the specific recipe 

of Mr McKenzie’s late mother Ada. 

But the warm feeling and comfort 

of tea is the tie that binds it all. 

“Tea is a great reflection of life: our 

happiest times can be shared over a 

cuppa and as well as our saddest,” 

Mr Cooper says. 

Many teapots are beautiful 

artworks in design or function, 

others are attractive in their 

eccentricity, but even the 

dilapidated “represent so much 

about life’’. 

There are themed collectables, 

animated and nursery rhyme 

teapot series, “but what I so greatly 

admire more than anything is how 

multicultural teapots are and the 

interpretation of what is beautiful.” 

Mr Cooper’s favourite teapot? It’s 

like choosing your favourite child.

TEA, A REFLECTION OF LIFE
Colourful and ornate, delicate and subtle, quirky 

or plain. Teapots come in all shapes and designs 

but they all have a commonality – the reflection 

of everyday happenings of life.

BY ELLEN HILL
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  OLD  
BANK 
BAZAAR 
Antiques, Curios,  
Collectables, Furniture,  
Pictures, Retro, Art Deco 
OPEN 7 DAYS 10am-4pm 

5 Station St Wentworth Falls 

T 02 4757 4888  theoldbankbazaar.com.au
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